10 June 1834 . 




(Ireland.) 



A 

BILL 

[AS AMENDED BY THE COMMITTEE] 

To regulate Weights and Measures, and to amend the Laws 
relating thereto in Ireland. 

[N. B . — The Clauses marked (A.) and (B.) were added by the 
Committee.'] 



^ <£ 3ft- & & & by an Act passed in the fifth year of the Preamble, 
reign of his late Majesty King George the Fourth, 5G.4.C.74. 
intituled, “ An Act for ascertaining and establishing Uniformity of 
Weights and Measures,” after reciting the provision of the Great 
5 Charter, that there should be one Weight and one Measure 
throughout the Realm, a certain Standard for Weights, and certain 
Standards for Measures of Length, Surface and Capacity, and also a 
Standard for Measures by heaped Measure, were established : And, 
to the end that the true measure of such Standards might be verily 
10 known throughout the Kingdom, various enactments were thereby 

made, and, amongst others, that his Majesty’s Justices of the Peace s. 1 2. 
in every County or Division, and the Magistrates in every City, Town 
or Place, being a County within itself, should, within Six calendar 
Months after the passing of that Act, purchase for their respective 
15 Counties or Divisions, Cities, Towns or Places, a Model and Copy 
of each of tho Standards of Length, Weight, Measure, and of each 
of the parts and multiples thereof, which should be compared and 
verified with the Models deposited in the Exchequer, in such 
manner as by the said Act is directed, and the same should be 
20 placed for custody and inspection with such Person or Persons, and 
in such Place or Places as the said Justices and Magistrates in their 
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respective Counties and Divisions, Cities, Towns and Places should 
appoint, and the same should be produced by the keeper or 
keepers thereof, upon reasonable notice, at such time or times, and 
place or places within each such County or Division, City, Town 
or Place, as any Person or Persons should, by writing under his 3 
or their hand or hands, require, the Person requiring such produc- 
c.74. tion, paying the reasonable charges of the same; and further, that 
the expense of procuring and transmitting such Models for the 
respective Counties or Divisions, Cities, Towns or Places, should be 
paid in the respective Counties, and Counties of Cities, and Counties 1 o 
of Towns, by Presentments to be made by Grand Juries, and the 
Collectors of the Assessments so made should out of the proceeds of 
such Assessments pay the same, which enactments have been found 
to be insufficient to effect the purpose intended by the Legislature : 

c - 13 - And whereas by an Act passed in the sixth year of the reign of i 3 
his late Majesty King George the Fourth, intituled, “ An Act to 
prolong the Time of the Commencement of an Act of last Session, 
for ascertaining and establishing Uniformity of Weights and Mea- 
sures, and to amend the said Act,” it was enacted, that all Measures 
used for the sale of things commonly sold by heaped Measure should 20 
be made cylindrical, and the diameter of such Measures should be 
at the least double the depth thereof, and the height of the cone or 
heap should be equal to three-fourths of the depth of the said 
Measure, the outside of the Measure being the extremity or base of 

such cone : or 

z 5 

And whereas, to ensure the due procurement of an adequate number 
of Models of the Standards established by the said two recited Acts, 
for the service of His Majesty’s Subjects residing in the Counties, 
and Places being Counties of themselves, Borough Towms not 
incorporated, and Market Towns, of that part of the Kingdom 30 
called Ireland ; and to render the Models of such Standards, when 
obtained, readily accessible to all His Majesty’s said Subjects, it is 
requisite that further provisions should be made : 

c. no. And whereas also, by an Act passed in the said fifth year of the 

reign of King George the Fourth, intituled, “ An Act for the 35 
Indemnity of Magistrates in Proceedings against Persons using 
unlawful Weights in Ireland but which Act does not notice the 
said first hereinbefore recited Act, it was enacted, that the Treasury 
should provide a set of just and true Weights therein described as 
the Standard Weights for Ireland, for the ascertaining, examining, 
trying, sizing and sealing, and regulating any other Weights what- 
soever 
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soever, as if they had been the original Weights then lost, or not 
to be found in the Exchequer, prescribed by an Act of the then 
Parliament for Ireland , made in the fourth year of Queen Anne; 
but neither of the said two last-mentioned Acts does contain any 
5 provision in regard to Measures : 

And whereas it is requisite that each set of Models of the said 
Standards of Weights and Measures should be entrusted to the 
keeping of a discreet and proper Person, and that such Person should 
give every facility, consistent with the safe keeping of the same, for 
10 the verification and adjustment of other Weights and Measures by 
such Models, and should stamp or seal the Models so adjusted, and 
also should, if required, attend at trials, or other inquiries wherein 
questions of the correctness or falseness of Weights or Measures may 
arise; and that the Fees to be taken by such Person should be regu- 
15 lated and determined; and further, that any set of such Models, 
whether the same belong to the particular County or Place wherein 
any such question may arise, or to an adjoining County or Place, 
should equally be available to Magistrates and the Public ; 

it therefore gnatttfc, by The KING’S most Excellent Majesty 
20 by and with the Advice and Consent of the Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and 
by the Authority of the same, THAT for the purposes of this Act 
a set of Models of Standard Weights and Measures shall contain and 
be composed of the following pieces ; (that is to say) of Sixteen 
25 W eights made in Brass, respectively of the weight of fifty-six pounds, 
twenty-eight pounds, fourteen pounds, seven pounds, four pounds, 
two pounds and one pound; of eight ounces, four ounces, two 
ounces, and one ounce; of eight drachms, four drachms, two 
drachms, one drachm, and half a drachm,- all of the Imperial 
30 Standard for Avoirdupois Weight established by the said first above- 
recited Act ; and also of Fourteen Weights made of Brass, respec- 
tively of the weight of one pound, of six ounces, three ounces, two 
ounces, and one ounce; of ten pennyweights, five pennyweights, 
three penny weights, two pennyweights and one penny weight ; of 
35 six grains, three grains, two grains, and one grain, all of the 
Standard for Imperial Troy Weight established by the same Act; 
and also of Ten Measures made of Brass, respectively of the capacity 
of one bushel, one half of a bushel, one peck, one gallon, one half 
of a gallon, one quart, one pint, one half of a pint, one gill, and one 
40 half of a gill, all of the Standard for Imperial Measures established 
by such Act; and also of One Measure made of Brass, of the length 
of the Standard Imperial Yard established by the said first above- 
recited Act, each of which Forty-two pieces shall be marked and 
376- a 2 sealed 
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sealed with the Seal of His Majesty’s Exchequer at Westminster, 
or by the Copies thereof sent to the Chief Magistrate of Dublin. 

If Justices do And be it Enacted, That if the Justices of the Peace of any 

MoCcmnd County, or the Magistrates of any City, Town or Place, being 
vide them°" a County within itself, shall not, before the next Assizes after 5 
the passing of this Act, have provided, under the said Act of the 
fifth year of the reign of King George the Fourth first above 
recited, Models of the Standard Weights and Measures as by such 
Act directed, then and in every such case it shall be lawful for the 
Grand Jury of such County, or County of a City or Town, to order 10 
such a set of the same Models as is described in the preceding 
section of this Act; and the expense thereof shall be raised by the 
like Presentment or Presentments, and be paid in the manner 
appointed by the said first above-recited Act for payment of the 
expense of the Models thereby authorized to be obtained. 1 5 
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And be it Enacted, That it shall be lawful for the Grand Jury of 
any County to order a set of such Models for any Division or 
District of such County, when it shall appear to the said Grand Jury 
that the convenience of the Public requires the same; and the 
expense of every such set of Models shall be presented and levied 20 
from such Division or District of the County as the Grand Jury 
may direct, in like manner as in the preceding section of this Act is 
appointed in respect of a County set of such Models. 

And be it Enacted, That the senior Judge at the Assizes following 
the next coming Assizes after the passing of this Act, shall, in respect 25 
of every County, or County of a City or Town within itself, inquire 
into the fact of a set of such Models of Standard Weights and 
Measures having been obtained; and in every case in which proof 
that a set of such Models has been obtained shall not then and there 
beproduced to him, such J udge shall forthwith, by an order under his 30 
hand and seal, authorize and command the Treasurer of the County, 
or City or Town being a County within itself, to purchase a set of 
such Models, and every such Order shall have the effect of a pre- 
sentment on the County at large, and such Treasurer shall, within 
One calendar Month next after he shall receive such order, fully 3. 
execute the same, or, failing so to do, he shall forfeit the sum of 
One hundred Pounds sterling, One-half to The King, and the other 
Half to him who shall sue for the same. 

And be it Enacted, That at every subsequent Spring Assizes the 
senior Judge on the respective circuits shall inquire, and, by all such 
means as to him shall appear necessary, satisfy himself that a set of 

such 
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such Models of Standard Weights and Measures, in good order and 
condition, does exist in every County, City or Tow n being a County 
of itself, and from time to time certify the same under his hand, 
which certificate shall be delivered to the Clerk of the Peace, and 
5 be preserved amongst the records of such County, or County of 
a City or County of a Town. 

6 . 

And be it Enacted, That it shall and may be lawful to have recourse in cases of 
to any set of such Models of Standard Weights and Measures which nearest’ Mo- 
may be near to the place where any dispute, question or investigation resorteYto* 
jo about or in regard to Weights and Measures, shall arise or be had, 
or that it shall be convenient to resort to, in order to determine or 
effect the same, without regard to whether such set of Models be or 
be not the identical set of such Models belonging to the County, or 
Division, or City or Town being a County within itself, in which the 
i ^ dispute, question or investigation shall arise or be had. 

And be it Enacted, That after One calendar Month from the day Certain de- 
of passing this Act, Bread, and also all Goods, Wares and Mer- Goods°wbe 
chandize which are usually sold by weight, shall be sold by s . old . b y 

J Avoirdupois 

Avoirdupois weight only, except Gold and Silver, and Diamonds Weight. 

20 or other precious stones, and likewise Drugs, which excepted 
articles may be sold by Troy weight of the Standard established by 
the said first above- recited Act. 

And be it Enacted, That all Weights and Measures whatsoever claosb (A.) 
which shall be used in buying or selling of any goods, wares or 
25 merchandize shall be stamped Weights and Measures, which shall £® d “ a 0 ^ ed ’ 
have been compared either with the Imperial Standards in His others used. 
Majesty’s Exchequer or the Copies thereof in Dublin, or with the 
Copies of such Standards belonging to some County, or City or 
Town being a County within itself, and shall have been stamped or 
30 sealed by some Weight Keeper appointed according to the provisions 
of this Act; and every Person who, after Six Months from the 
day of passing this Act, shall use any Weights or Measures which 
shall not have been so compared and stamped, and shall be thereof 
convicted before Two Magistrates, shall forfeit a sum of Money not 
35 exceeding Five Pounds. 

And be it Enacted, That it shall be lawful for any Two or more Penaity for 
Magistrates of any County, or City or Town, upon complaint made Weights* 8 
and established by sufficient evidence before them, or upon view of 
the fact, to convict in the penalty of any Sum, not exceeding Five 
Pounds, any Person or Persons for using a false Weight or Measure, 
or false Weights or Measures, or for having the same in his her or their 
possession, unless he she or they shall prove that the same has or 

376 . b have 
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have not been used, and likewise in all cases either of using or 
possessing a false Weight or Measure to seize and destroy the 
same. 

And be it Enacted, That it shall be lawful for the Grand Jury of 
the County, or City or Town, being a County within itself, from 5 
time to time to appoint a proper Person, by the name of the Weight 
Keeper, to keep each set of Models of the Standards of Weights 
and Measures for the same or for any Riding or Division thereof, 
and such Person to dismiss for any neglect of or inattention to 
the duties of his office, or misconduct in his office, as the Grand 10 
Jury shall think proper, and another to appoint; but every such 
appointment and every such dismissal shall be subject to such revision 
as is next hereinafter mentioned, that is to say, in case the Clerk of 
the Peace for the County, or City or Town, being a County within 
itself, shall receive a notice in writing, signed by One-tenth of the 15 
whole number of Magistrates thereof, requiring the same, then a 
meeting of the Magistrates of the County, or City or Town, 
being a County within itself, shall be called between the Tenth 
day and the Twentieth day inclusively, after the receipt of such 
notice, and the Magistrates present at such meeting may, if they 20 
shall see cause so to do, reverse the order of appointment or dis- 
missal made by the Grand Jury : Provided always. That the said 
Magistrates shall and may then and there agree to and make another 
appointment to the office of Weight Keeper then in question, all of 
which orders of reversal and of appointment being so made, shall 25 
be final, but otherwise the appointments or orders of the Grand Jury 
shall remain and be carried into effect. 

And be it Enacted, That it shall be lawful for the said Grand Jury 
to appoint where the said set of Models shall be kept, and to determine 
and appoint what reasonable and moderate Fees shall be taken by the 30 
Weight Keeper for trying, adjusting, sealing or' stamping Weights 
and Measures by the Models under his charge, and what sum of 
Money, on account of expenses of attendance, it shall be incumbent 
on the Person requiring the attendance of such Keeper with the set 
or any part of the set of Models in his charge at the Assizes or 35 
Sessions, to tender to such Weight Keeper, with a subpoena, or an 
Order of Two Magistrates requiring such attendance, and also from 
time to time to ascertain the amount of Fees received by every such 
Weight Keeper, and in every case in which the amount of such 
Fees within the year fall short of Twenty Pounds sterling, to present 40 
the deficiency, which deficiency shall thereupon be collected and 
paid over to such Weight Keeper by the Collector of Grand Jury 
Presentments. 

And 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




( 7 ) 

And be it further Enacted, That it shall be lawful for the major 
part of the Magistrates present at any General or Quarter Sessions 
of the Peace, upon cause shown in open Court, to order the dismissal 
of the Weight Keeper having charge of any such set of Models of 
5 the Standards of Weights and Measures, whereupon the Grand Jury 
at the ensuing Assizes shall dismiss such Weight Keeper, and appoint 
another Weight Keeper to the charge of such set of Models. 

And be it further Enacted, That every Person appointed a Weight 
Keeper as aforesaid, shall forthwith enter into a recognizance to 
1 o His Majesty, His heirs and successors, in the sum of One hundred 
Pounds, for the due and punctual performance of the duties of the 
said office, and his good behaviour therein, and for the safety of the 
set of models committed to his charge; and every such Weight 
Keeper shall, on receiving Twenty-four Hours’ notice, attend to 
*5 adjust or verify such Weights and Measures as shall be produced to 
him, and he shall keep a book, wherein he shall enter minutes of all 
such adjustments, and give a certificate under his hand of every adjust- 
ment, if required; and the Weights and Measures which he shall 
adjust, he shall stamp with the seal of his office in such manner as 
20 best to prevent fraud, and he shall keep an account of all Fees 
received by him, and attend at the Assizes and Sessions with the set 
of such Models in his charge when required in writing by Two 
Magistrates so to do, or when subpoenaed for that purpose, and the 
sum to be appointed as aforesaid for his expenses shall have been 
25 tendered to him. 

And be it Enacted, That in every case in which such Weight 
Keeper shall attend upon subpoena, it shall be in the discretion of the 
Judge or Assistant Barrister to order either the Plaintiff or the 
Defendant, or both, as the justice of the case shall appear to him to 
30 require, to pay the expenses of such Keeper’s attendance. 

And be it Enacted, That whenever any such Weight Keeper shall 
be dismissed from his office, and he Shall not forthwith deliver up 
the set of Models of Weights and Measures in his charge, it shall 
be lawful for any Judge, or the Assistant Barrister at the Assizes 
35 or Sessions, to grant a warrant for the apprehension of suCh late 
Weight Keeper, and he being taken, to commit him to the common 
Gaol of the County, Division, or County within itself, there to remain 
until all and every of such Models shall have been restored in good 
order and condition, or such Judge or Assistant Barrister shall make 
40 further order therein. 

And be it Enacted, That in case of the demise of any such Weight 
Keeper, and the Person or Persons into whose hands the set of Models 

376 . b 2 he 
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lie had in his charge, or any of them, shall fall, shall refuse or neglect 
to deliver up the same, then such Person or Persons shall be dealt 
with in every respect as if he she or they were a dismissed Weight 
Keeper or Keepers. 

And be it Enacted, That every Individual or Individuals, or Body 5 
Corporate, possessed of or exercising a right of Toll and Custom, and 
exercising the privilege of appointing a Weighmaster, shall, within 
Three Months next after the passing of this Act, supply such Weigh- 
master with a set of accurate Copies, in respect of weight, capacity 
and length, of the County set of Models of Standard Weights and 10 
Measures, under a penalty of Twenty Pounds, which set of Copies 
shall be used for no other purpose whatever other than the adjust- 
ment and verification of Weights and Measures, under a penalty of 
Five Pounds sterling ; and once at least in every Three years the 
same shall be re-adjusted by some set of Models of the Standard 15 
Weights and Measures which shall have been been regulated by the 
Exchequer Standards, or the Dublin Copies thereof, under the penalty 
of Ten Pounds sterling; and in proof of such re-adjustment, the 
Weighmaster shall produce, to every Magistrate requiring to see the 
same, a certificate, under the hand of the Weight Keeper in charge 20 
of the set of Standard Models with which the same shall have been 
re-adjusted. 

And be it Enacted, That every such Proprietor of Tolls as last 
aforesaid shall, within the said Three Months, also supply such 
Weighmaster with accurate Beams and Scales, under a penalty of 2 5 
Twenty Pounds sterling. 

And be it Enacted, That every Weight Keeper, and likewise 
every Weighmaster, shall give attendance at his office at season- 
able hours, whenever thereunto required by Two Magistrates, to 
adjust and try such Weights and Measures as shall then and there 30 
be tendered for trial, and thereupon certify to the said Two Magis- 
trates the result of such adjustment and trial. 

And be it Enacted, That it shall be lawful for any Two or more 
Magistrates of any County, or of any City or Town being a County 
within itself, upon a complaint made before them, to inspect or 35 
examine all Weights and Measures, Beams and Scales, Steelyards and 
Weighing Machines, used by or in the possession of Dealers within 
their district, and for that purpose to enter any shop, store, ware- 
house, stall, yard or premises whatsoever, wherein goods shall be ex- 
posed or kept for sale ; and if it shall appear to such Two Magistrates 40 
that there is reasonable cause to doubt the correctness of any such 
Weights or Measures, Beams and Scales or Weighing Machines, 

to 
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to cause the same to be detained and conveyed to the office of the 
nearest legal Weight Keeper or Weighmaster, there to be tried 
and certified as last aforesaid ; and if upon such certificate it shall 
appear that the said Weights or Measures, Beams and Scales, or 
5 Weighing Machines, were false, to convict the Person or Persons 
in whose possession the same were found in the penalty of any Sum 
not exceeding Five Pounds, unless he, she or they shall prove to the 
satisfaction of such Magistrates that such Weights and Measures, 
Beams and Scales or Weighing Machines have not been used : Pro- 
10 vided always, That in case there shall be no legal Weight Keeper 
or Weighmaster within the distance of Five Miles from the place 
wherein such doubtful Weights or Measures shall be found, the said 
Two Magistrates may haye such doubtful Weights or Measures com- 
pared with any Weights or Measures which the said Magistrates 
shall be satisfied are correct Copies of the like denominations in the 
County or City set of Standard Weights arid Measures, and accord- 
ing to the result of such comparison, if there shall be occasion, convict 
as aforesaid. 

And be it Enacted, That the Person or Persons convicted of using 
ao or possessing any false Weights or Measures, or Beams and Scales or 
Weighing Machines, shall and may appeal to the next General Ses- 
sions of the peace for the County, or City or Town being a County 
within itself, against such Conviction, and the decision thereupon 
made shall be final ; and upon the hearing of such Appeal, it shall 
25 be lawful for the Assistant Barrister to order the Costs of such 
Appeal to be paid by the convicting Magistrates, or the Appellant, 
or the Party who was convicted, as the case shall appear to such 
Assistant Barrister to require. 

And be it further Enacted, That every such legal Weighmaster 
go as aforesaid shall be entitled to have and take the like Fees and the 
like allowance for his expenses as is hereinbefore provided in respect 
of Weight Keepers. 

And be it Enacted, That in every case in which by this 
Act a Penalty shall become payable by a Weighmaster, and such 
22 Weighmaster shall not forthwith pay the same, such Penalty shall 
be deemed to be a debt due by the Person or Persons or Body 
Corporate who shall have appointed the said Weighmaster, or 
for whom the said Weighmaster shall act, and shall be recoverable 
by action or by civil bill against him her or them if present, or if 
40 absent from Ireland , against his her or their known agent. 

And be it Enacted, That as well all Beams and Scales as Steelyards 
and Weighing Engines used or kept for weighing any goods, wares 

376. B 3 01 
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ot merchandises for sale, shall be at all timtes Subject to the verifica- 
tlbn thereof by any Two Magistrates of the district, and in case, 
U^on such verificatitiri, the saiiie shall prove false, to condemn and 
cause the same tb be destroyed. 

25. , 

Weighing in And be it Enacted, That no weighing by Steelyards or Weighing 5 
to becharged Engines iil Markets shall be charged for, if either Party shall object 
for ' thereto. 

26. 

Magistrates And be it fenacted, That in all actions brought against any 
may plead the Magistrate for any thing he shall do under this Act, it shall be 

lawful for shch Magistrate to plead the General Issue, and to give 10 
the special matter in evidence ; and if a Verdict shall be given for 
the Defendant therein, he shall have Double costs. 

27 

Act may be And be it Enactedj That this Act may fee amended, altered or 

amended. . . , ,, . . J 

repealed by any Act or Acts to be parsed in this Session of 
Parliament. 
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